
LEVELS OF QUALIFICATIONS AND COURSES 

 
All of the courses and awards for which Kendal Publications is a licensed NCFE centre and 
which are provided through Study House are accredited according to the levels defined by the 
National Qualifications Framework, which is endorsed by three UK regulatory authorities, 
that is the Office of the Qualifications & Examinations Regulator (England), the Department for 
Children, Education, Lifelong Learning & Skills (Wales) and the Council for Curriculum, 
Examinations and Assessment (Northern Ireland). At the end of the courses, successful learners 
will receive the NCFE award equivalent equivalent to Level 2 or Level 3 on the National 
Qualifications Framework. 
 
The National Qualifications Framework defines levels of learning in terms of both academic and 
vocational qualifications as below.  
 

Entry  

Awards recognise basic knowledge and skills and the ability to apply learning in everyday 

situations under direct guidance or supervision. Learning at this level involves building basic 

knowledge and skills and is not geared towards specific occupations. 

 

Level 1  
Awards recognise basic knowledge and skills and the ability to apply learning with guidance or 

supervision. Learning at this level is about activities which mostly relate to everyday situations 

and may be linked to job competence. 

 

Level 2 

Qualifications and awards recognise the ability to gain a good knowledge and understanding of a 

subject area of work or study, and to perform varied tasks with some guidance or supervision. 

Learning at this level involves building knowledge and/or skills in relation to an area of work or a 

subject area and is appropriate for many job roles. Level 2 awards are at a level equivalent to 

NVQ 2 and GCSE 

 

Level 3 

Qualifications and awards recognise the ability to gain, and where relevant apply, a range of 

knowledge, skills and understanding. Learning at this level involves obtaining detailed knowledge 

and skills. It is appropriate for people wishing to go to university, people working independently, 

or in some areas supervising and training others in their field of work. Level 3 awards are at a 

level equivalent to NVQ 3 and GCE Advanced Level 

 

Level 4 
Qualifications and awards recognise specialist learning and involve detailed analysis of a high level 

of information and knowledge in an area of work or study. Learning at this level is appropriate 

for people working in technical and professional jobs, and/or managing and developing others. 

Level 4 courses are at a level equivalent to NVQ 4 and to Certificates of Higher Education, 

HNC/D, and Degrees 

 


